A New York

interior designer
[inds the former
horse barn of
a Connecticut
Vanderbilt estate
worthy of being
transformed

into a home
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the living room benefits from the home’s U-shape,
enjoying views of both the front and back of the
property. “When vou have rooms that are open on
both sides, you feel like you are part of the land-
scape,” Gardner says,

Hallways off the living room, which once served
as breezeways between horse stalls, now connect
51X bedrooms and five bathrooms, a study, a play-
room, and a media room—known as the “purple
room™ because of 1ts oversize plum-hued sofas—to
the home's center. In the master bedroom, on the
property’s west side, the previous whitewashed pan-
els were exchanged for cream-colored walls, which,
together with a canopy bed and Burmese Buddha
statue, create a Zen-hke retreat. In the residence’s
east wing, the playroom exhibits the stable’s original
wood-slat ceiling, although the ale floors, which are
tound throughour the house, are Gardner's handi-
work. Wanting to re-create the anngue flooring typ-
ically found in French homes but unable to locate
an adequate reproduction, Gardner imported Mexi-
can tiles that were then hand-stained and waxed to
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LEFT: | he saltwater pool was installec in 2007,
BELOW: A Josa Estaves dog light sculplure

sits on top of an antique white-stained vanity

fram Franco

perfectly mimic the look of the floors on which she
rreaded as a child.

A much-needed overhaul of the landscaping,
which had long been surrendered to overgrown
brush, completed the home's eransformation. Gard-
ner designed lush gardens and mulople panos and
lounge areas to beautify the property’s five-and-a-
half acres, three of which are devoted to a reserve.
The recent addition of a salewarter swimming pool
and deck was the last big projece tor what Gardner
now sees as her masterpiece.

The outcome 15 a residence tar more luxurious
than anvthing a stable hand of the early 20th cen-
tury would have ever imagined. Bur despite the
Vanderbiles’ lepacy ot conspicuous elegance and
decorum, Gardner appreciates the home’s contem-
porary yet lived-in feel. “1 behieve a house should be
warm, harmonious, and very personalized,” Gard-
ner says as she reflects on a decade-and-a-half of
renovations. “It 1s always a work in progress, but at
this point, to me, our house 15 a sanctuary,” @7
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